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United Through Service: CYOC 2026 Summer Donatlon Drive

Today, May 24, 2026, the
CYOC Summer Donation Drive was
successfully held at Wootton High
School. Although the event itself
lasted only a few hours, the effort

behind it represented weeks of
planning,  coordination, outreach,
and  teamwork. Together  with

Ruichen and Kevin, we organized
the drive from the very beginning,
and throughout this experience I
witnessed how a community can
unite through compassion,
generosity, and a shared desire to
help others.

This year, our donation drive
continued its partnership with So
What Else, our longtime nonprofit
partner dedicated to supporting
underserved children and families in
the Maryland and Washington, D.C.
area. We collected clothing, toys,
school  supplies, and  daily
necessities to help families facing
hardship. In addition,

excited to work with a new partner

we were

this year, Lift Every Step, an
organization that ensures every
donated pair of shoes reaches

someone who truly needs them. We
also partnered with Costco Vision
the Club  to
prescription  glasses
glasses  so  they
redistributed  to  individuals ~ with
limited care.
Knowing that each donated item
would directly help improve someone
" s life made the entire event even
more meaningful.

In the weeks leading up to the
event, our team focused not only on
collecting donations,
making community service more
accessible and  meaningful  for
everyone involved. We understood
that many students, families, and
volunteers wanted to contribute but

and Lions collect

and reading

could  be

access to vision

but also on

might not be able to attend the main
event on the actual day. To solve this
problem, I organized three separate
pre— donation collection sites at
American  Chinese ~ School in
Rockville, Cabin  John Middle
School in  Potomac, and Hope
Chinese School in Gaithersburg.
These early collection stations
allowed people to donate in advance
and greatly expanded participation
different
Watching donations steadily arrive
at each location reminded me that
kindness is not limited by time or
distance—people truly wanted to
help when given the opportunity.
Another major challenge during
preparation was the weather. For
several days before the donation
drive, heavy rain continued across
the area, and we worried constantly
that the event might be disrupted.
the

across communities.

Since donation  drive

was
planned entirely outdoors, bad
weather  could  have  reduced
attendance, complicated
transportation, and  discouraged
volunteers. We checked the forecast
repeatedly and prepared backup

plans while hoping conditions would
improve. Thankfully, when the day
finally arrived, the rain stopped. The
skies cleared, the weather became
calm, and everything came together
far better than we expected. In many

ways, it felt like a blessing. After
days of uncertainty, the good weather
brought not only relief, but also
renewed energy and optimism to
everyone involved.

Early the morning, volunteers
began arriving to help set up
collection stations, organize signs,
direct traffic flow, and prepare for
incoming donations. As families
started driving into the parking lot,
the entire area quickly filled with
activity and excitement. Volunteers
worked side by side unloading cars
packed  with  clothing,  shoes,
eyeglasses, toys, school supplies,
and many other daily necessities.
Others sorted donations carefully
into different categories so they
could later be distributed efficiently
to people in need. Throughout the
morning, more and more donations
continued to arrive, and the growing
piles of boxes and bags became a
powerful visual reminder of how
much a community can accomplish
when people work together toward a
common purpose.

What impressed me most was
not only the number of donations
collected, but the spirit behind them.
Every volunteer had a different role,
yet everyone shared the same goal:
serving others. Some volunteers
carried heavy boxes for hours, some
greeted donors with enthusiasm,
some organized supplies carefully,
and others helped manage traffic and
logistics under pressure. No one
complained or hesitated to step in
wherever help was needed. The
atmosphere throughout the event was

filled with cooperation,
responsibility, and genuine
kindness. It showed me that
leadership is  not  just about

is about
creating
others to

organizing an event—it
bringing people together,
opportunities
contribute, and building a sense of
shared purpose.

By the end of the drive, I felt
proud not only because of the large
amount of donations we collected,

for

but because of what the event
represented.  Students,  parents,
volunteers, schools, nonprofit

organizations, and local families all
came together to support people they
may never personally meet. The
event reminds us that communities
grow stronger when people choose to
care for one another. Even small
acts—donating a pair of shoes,
volunteering a few hours, helping
unload a spreading
awareness—can create meaningful
change in someone else’s life.
Overall, the CYOC 2026

Summer Donation Drive was more

car, or

than just a service event; it was a
reflection of the power of unity,
compassion, and community
responsibility.  This  experience
taught me valuable lessons about
leadership, teamwork, perseverance,
and the importance of giving back.
Most importantly, it showed me that
when people come together with a
shared purpose, they can accomplish
far more than any individual could
alone. 1 am deeply thankful to
everyone who donated, volunteered,
supported, and believed in this

By George Wang

effort, and I hope we can continue
building a stronger and more caring
community through future donation
drives.
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CYOC 5/24/2026 SWE
Donation drive
By Sophie Xu
On May 24, 2026 on a day with
auspicious  weather the CYOC
donation  drive  started.  The

passionate CYOC volunteers arrived
as early as 9:00 am to help set up
tables,
donation stations before
the event began. Soon
as people arrived, all
volunteers warmly led
them to the correct
drop— off areas
clearly coordinated
responsibilities with
one another. The entire -

banners and —

and

process was organized

with effort and care, with sign— in
tables and clear donation records. As
more and more people arrived, the
donations soon formed a huge pile of
bags, clothes, books, toys, baby
strollers, and school supplies. Every
volunteer was dedicated to their
task, with all early a CYOC shirt a
unified and welcoming atmosphere
was created. The volunteer’ s
enthusiasm encouraged many people
to stop by and help contribute and
support.

The consistent commitment of
the volunteers was clearly portrayed
throughout the event, whenever a
new car arrived, volunteers quickly
gathered and worked together to
unload and organize the donations.
After finishing arranging the items,
the volunteers eagerly waited for the
next group of donors and repeated
the process with efficiency.

CYOC has had a long history of
organizing community events such as
CYOC has been
partners with So What Else since
2023 to support local communities
through a range of projects. Initiated
by Ruichen R. Feng and George

donation drives.

Wang, CYOC members have
participated in  many important
initiatives,  including  organizing

donation drives, volunteering at food

distribution ~ sites, supporting  the
MoCo CARES  Charity  Race,
participating in holiday festivals,

and providing bilingual Chinese—
English  translation  assistance.
Notably in 2024 alone, CYOC
collected over 8,000 items during
the Summer Donation Drive and
more than 5,000 items during the
Fall Donation Drive.

With  this  current exciting
donation drive, after a morning of
hard work by around 11:40 am, the
So What Else truck finally arrived to
pick up the donations. The CYOC
volunteers  immediately ~ worked
together to carefully load countless
bags, toys, clothes and supplies onto
the truck. Everyone worked with a
big smile on their face, proud of their
accomplishment. As  the truck
quickly filled up, the CYOC
volunteers and So What Else staff
were all satisfied and especially
grateful towards the community’s
support and generosity. Watching

the truck leave with so many
donations ~ was a  meaningful
representation  of the volunteers”

hard work and compassion will help
the families in need. In the end just
with about 2 hours of collection
CYOC was able to collect countless
items, notably collecting 125 pairs of
shoes in this short period of time.

The success of this donation
drive would not have been possible
without the support of volunteers,
families, community partners, and

donors.

CYOC  truly

continuous

appreciates
everyone’s support
through With
kindness, teamwork, and service,
CYOC helps to continue to organize
events as such to help build and
foster a more strong community.
With all the CYOC is
looking forward to the next donation
drive.
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