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CONNIE CHUNG ORAL HISTORY STUDIO PLANNED
Montgomery History to Honor Pioneering Journalist

ROCKVILLE, MD. —  When
Montgomery History opens its new center
in downtown Rockville in September, one
of its key features will honor a
Montgomery County broadcasting icon.

The Connie Chung Oral History
Studio aligns with Montgomery History’ s
mission of showcasing the full diversity of
the county’ s population. Founded in
1944, the organization is in the midst of a
$12 million capital campaign to create the
Montgomery History Center, a vibrant hub
for local history. The space will house
exhibits, lectures, and the Jane Sween
Library and Special Collections in the
historic Farmers Banking & Trust building
at Courthouse Square.

May, which is Asian American and
Pacific Islander Heritage Month, provides
the perfect time to launch the Connie
Chung Oral History Studio project. The
effort will expand the capacity of the
organization’ s oral history program to
actively record stories from  county
residents representing  backgrounds
worldwide.

“We are thrilled to partner with a
true pioneer of journalism, both locally
and nationally,” said Matt Logan,
Executive Director of Montgomery History.

“This is also an opportunity to recognize
the significant contributions of all Asian
Americans in the county, who now make
up 16 percent of the population. As an
Asian American and a woman in a male—
dominated field, Connie Chung opened
doors for her generation and all who came
after. This new studio, named for her, will
help us preserve precious stories from this
and all other communities in our county
for future generations.”

Chung attended Montgomery Blair
High School in Silver Spring and the
University of Maryland, College Park. She
was not only the first woman to co—anchor
the CBS Evening News, but also the first
Asian American to anchor any network
news program. Her 2024 autobiography
Connie: A Memoir is a New York Times
bestseller. Born in 1946, Chung’s parents
and four older sisters immigrated to the U.
S. from China. She has shared that her
father gave her an unusual mission early
on: to carry on the family surname as
males traditionally do—essentially to be
the son her parents never had.

“I am honored and flattered to be
part of this great tribute to Montgomery
County,” said Chung. “It has been a
privilege to live in the county, and now, to

be recognized in such a meaningful way, is
beyond my wildest dreams.”

The Montgomery History Center will open
on September 6, 2026, marking the county
’s historic 250th anniversary. Montgomery
County was founded just months after the
signing  of  the  Declaration  of
Independence in 1776.

Lily Qi, the first immigrant Chinese—
American elected to the Maryland General
Assembly, and Aryani Ong, a Rockville—
based Asian American civil rights leader,
will lead awareness and fundraising efforts
for the Chung Studio.

“Connie Chung is a cultural icon,”
said Qi. “When I first came to America as
an international  student, she was
practically the only Asian face I saw on
television. Her example was inspiring and
showed us what is possible in America.”

The Chung Studio will bring to life
the countless stories that embody the rich
diversity of Montgomery County.

For more about Montgomery History,
the Montgomery History Center campaign,
and named sponsorship opportunities,

visit: https://montgomeryhistory.org/
montgomery—  countyhistorycenter/  or
contact Brenna Ryan at

BRyan@MontgomeryHistory.org.




