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Giving Back: CYOC Turning
Donations into Impact

By Ruichen Feng (CYOC Reporting
Team) | Photography: CYOC Volunteers
16, 2025 — Braving

sharp winds and chilly morning temperatures,

Maryland, Nov.

volunteers, families, local businesses, and
community members came together on Sunday
for the Capital Youth Outreach Club’s (CYOC)
2025 Fall Donation Drive — marking one of
the club’s most successful events to date.

In just half a day, CYOC collected more
than 10,000 donated items, filling an entire
large delivery truck. Contributions included
winter jackets, sweaters, boots, blankets, other
seasonal clothing, children’ s toys, backpacks,
books, kitchenware, art supplies, and various
household essentials. Several local businesses

also donated new goods and surplus items,

further amplifying the impact of the drive. The
highlighted  the

generosity and dedication to helping those in

turnout community’ s
need.

Strong Community Support and
Key Partnerships

From 10:00 AM to noon, cars arrived
steadily as families dropped off lightly used or
new items, including warm clothing, scarves,
bedding, books,

household necessities, and school and art

gloves, toys, children’ s

materials. Some donors brought unbroken
laptops and tablets, which were collected at a
dedicated tech station.

All  general items collected will be
delivered to So What Else (SWE), CYOC’ s
long— term community partner. SWE will
distribute these donations across the DMV
region, supporting under— resourced families
and individuals. Winter coats, blankets, and
shoes will help families stay warm as
temperatures drop, while toys and books will
bring comfort and joy to children during the
holiday season. Meanwhile, all laptops and
tablets will be donated to KindWorks, another
valued partner. KindWorks will securely clear
personal data, repair devices if needed, and
refurbish them into fully functional tools.
distributed to

students and families who lack access to

These devices will then be

technology, enabling them to complete

homework, apply for jobs, attend virtual

appointments, and stay connected in an
increasingly digital world.

Volunteer Effort Makes the Day
Possible

More than 40 CYOC members and their
families volunteered to support the event.
Students, parents, and community members
worked tirelessly to unload cars, carry heavy
boxes, guide donors, sort items by category,
and load everything onto SWE’ s delivery
truck. Their teamwork, dedication, and energy
kept the event running smoothly, even in
challenging weather.

Despite the gusts of wind, a sense of
warmth filled Watching

families arrive with bags of clothes, toys, and

the parking lot.

household essentials created a deep sense of
purpose. Each donation reminded us that these

| - _.. = T _ — 1
| Donatibn & Love Expréss
|

RHR . EFFERFHFHRENCRTENE(L)

{4 :Ruichen Feng(CYOCRIEH) | PXKIE:Joy Wu | B : £ BT EEEE

items would soon support individuals and
families who truly needed them. For me, as a
CYOC member for over three years, this
donation drive was particularly meaningful. It
was my third time organizing a donation drive,
and each year I’ ve watched it grow — not just
in the number of items collected, but in the
heart, dedication, and enthusiasm behind it.
Standing in the cold alongside so many
volunteers, I felt proud of our club and grateful
to contribute once again. Seeing the truck fill
up and knowing these donations will help
families stay warm, nourished, and connected
through the winter reminded me why I continue
to serve.

Acknowledgment
Ahead

This event would not have been possible
without the incredible support of our CYOC
families. Special thanks to our adult advisors,
Dr.

guidance and hands—on support throughout the

and Looking

Ping Lu and Yuexiang Xie, for their

day. We are deeply grateful to our partners, So
What Else (SWE) and KindWorks, whose
collaboration helped maximize the impact of
this donation drive. Heartfelt thanks also go to
the local small businesses and community
members whose generous contributions filled
this event with care and compassion. Your
effort
meaningful action, spreading warmth and hope
to families across the DMV.

Looking ahead, CYOC remains deeply

support turned our collective into

committed to building a kinder, stronger, and
more connected community. The club will
continue strengthening its partnerships with
SWE and KindWorks while encouraging more
local businesses and residents to join future
service events. With every project, CYOC
strives to empower young people to lead with
compassion, take initiative, and stand up for
those in need. Sunday’s donation drive was not
only a milestone for the organization but also a
powerful demonstration of the passion, energy,
and heart that define CYOC — showing what
young people can achieve when they come
together with purpose, creating hope, spreading
warmth, and making a real difference in the
lives of families across the DMV.
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