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TheZ(Zaidao) Youth Build Cultural
Bridges at the Washington Chinese
Cultural Festival

On August 30, 2025, the 23rd
Washington Chinese Cultural Festival took
place in front of Capitol Hill. Amid lively
crowds and joyful celebrations, the “How
Much Do You Know About Chinese
Culture” Challenge Booth organized by TheZ
(Zaidao ﬁ@) stood out as one of the festival’
s most popular attractions. Planned and led by
Chinese American teenagers, this interactive
activity  drew with its
creativity, enthusiasm, and vibrant atmosphere.

Since its debut last year, the challenge has
This
building on past success, ZaiDao students
upgraded the event from simple knowledge
quizzes and dynamic
competitions.

They designed six new categories of

countless  visitors

received enthusiastic responses. year,

into exciting team

games: True—or—False, Pictionary, Act it Out,
All About the Zodiac, Idiom Learning, and
Cultural Trivia. These activities not only
tested reaction speed and cultural knowledge
but also offered participants a
engaging way to experience Chinese culture.

fun and

Early in the morning, ZaiDao students
decorated their booth with colorful banners,
zodiac charts, candies, prizes, and guides for
participants. A large poster also promoted the
3rd Junior Essay Contest. As the spinning
wheel turned and the games began, the booth
quickly filled with eager participants. Young
children rushed to answer, American students
jumped in with excitement, elderly
visitors joined with enthusiasm. Regardless of
age or background, everyone enjoyed the
thrill of testing their knowledge together.

and

The atmosphere was full of laughter and

applause. Some drew, others
acted, and still others gave spot—on answers.
Team competitions
took home prizes, while those who lost
eagerly lined up to try again. Nearly 20

ZaiDao students took turns serving as “young

participants

were intense—winners

” « » -
teachers” and  “quiz  masters, guiding

and
the

alive.

participants
keeping
energy
Through humor

and interaction,
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the booth became a true cultural bridge
connecting people from different communities.
Daniel Shen, ZaiDao’ s Editor— in— Chief,
said: “As young hosts, we first had to study
and learn the knowledge ourselves. This wasn’
t just about sharing with others — it was also
an important learning experience for us.”

The lively scene also attracted the media.
Dragon TV (475 T ) broadcast the event
live. In interviews, Emily Jia, one of ZaiDao’s
co— founders, said: “Kids were so excited —
they wanted to play, answer questions, and
learn idioms. It was moving to see people of
all ages and backgrounds ecager to explore
Chinese culture.”

At the same time, ZaiDao students
actively promoted the 3rd Youth Essay
Contest, handing out brochures and

explaining the event to visitors. The contest
drew widespread attention and support from
community members. Photographers captured
the festive
atmosphere, the confidence of young leaders,
and ZaiDao s ongoing story of growth.
Founded in 2021 by Chinese American
teenagers,
dedicated
exchange. Its mission is: “Writing Carries the
Way; Through Writing We Meet Friends —
using words to preserve culture and connect

countless memorable moments:

ZaiDao is a bilingual platform

to youth writing and cultural

the world.” Today, the platform has more
than ten editors and youth reporters, has
received submissions from over 400 young
writers, and has published more than 700
bilingual essays.

Since 2023, ZaiDao has also organized
the Washington Chinese Cultural Festival
Youth Essay Contest. This year’s theme is:

“Bridging Cultures: You and Me.”

Participants can choose from three
directions:

1. The Chinese Cultural Festival I
Experienced

2. My Story of Learning Chinese

3. Deeply Rooted: The Impact
Chinese Culture on My Growth

ZaiDao welcomes youth everywhere to
join, use words to build bridges, and share

of

their cultural stories with the world.
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