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2025 CYOC at the Washington Chinese Festival
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Hands at Work, Hearts
Connected
By: Camille Hu

Diversity and cultural exchange
are one of the most important parts
of a country, a society, a community.
At the annual Chinese Cultural
Festival at D.C., different people
from different background, culture,
area, came together, shared their
culture and embraced other’ s
culture. Volunteering at the Chinese
Cultural Festival in Washington, DC
was more than simply lending a
hand; it was an opportunity to step
into a living expression of culture,
community, and connection.

From the moment I arrived,
people were working hard to make
their ideal stall
carrying materials from trucks, mini

perfect, from
vans, and cars, to selting up their
stalls, venders worked hard to make
people enjoy the festival. One of the
most  meaningful  aspects  of
volunteering was witnessing the joy
of cultural exchange. Many visitors
were encountering Chinese
traditions for the first time, and I
found  myself  explaining  how
agarwood is made and where it came
from. We also did face painting and
temporary tattoos for visitors of all
ages.

Looking back, volunteering at
the Chinese Cultural Festival gave
me more than just SSL hours, it gave
me a chance to reflect on the
importance of cultural understanding
in a diverse city like Washington,
DC. Festivals such as this one

remind us that culture is not static, it

is lived, shared, and celebrated
when people come together. My role
but it

something  much

may have been small,
contributed  to
larger: creating a space where
cultures could meet and enrich one
another.

In conclusion, my volunteering
experience at the Chinese Cultural
Festival was both service and self-
that

about

discovery. I learned

volunteering is not just
offering time, but about offering
openness, energy, and respect. By
helping others experience Chinese
culture, 1 deepened my own
connection to it and strengthened my
belief in the importance of cultural
exchange. This experience will stay
with me as a reminder that when we
serve, we not only support others but

also expand our own horizons.
CYOC Showcases
Heritage at the
Washington Chinese
Culture Festival
By: Peishi Yu
30, 2025,
Outreach

On the
Club

annual

August
Capital ~ Youth
(CYOC)  attended  the
Washington Chinese Culture
Festival in Washington D.C. The
festival took place on Pennsylvania
Avenue between 3rd and 4th Street,
and was home to many Chinese
When
through the grounds, you could spot

cultural ~ events. walking
all kinds of activities in full swing -
whether that” s live speeches and
performances, people admiring art,
talking with their friends, or just
enjoying some good food.

As a part of the USCAC/
ACECEA group, our goal was to

introduce ~ Chinese  culture to
visitorsto help  them  better
understand the items’  cultural

aspects and significance. To prepare
for this, I designed posters of many
cultural items, and also created a
handbook for our team to study,
allowing them to confidently share
insights into Chinese culture, avidly
engaging with visitors of all ages,
fully
immersing
themselves in
our heritage.

To further
boost
engagement,
we also
prepared  face
painting  and
temporary

tattoo activities, where volunteers
apply
tattoos and use paints to paint

would cultural  temporary
designs on visitors” hands and faces.
Visitors of all ages were drawn in by
the fun designs, quick application,
and vibrant colors. Many visitors
helped support CYOC, and we also
received many donations.

Overall, the

fantastic success. We celebrated our

event was a

culture and heritage, and also

introduced many people to our
culture, creating bonds and fostering

cultural exchange.
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