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Exploring the Universe with ABAS

Last Friday, I attended the
American Bootes Astronomy Society’
Washington  D.C.
Attending the ABAS’ s astronomy
event was a truly enriching and eye—
As

who has always been fascinated by

S event at

opening experience. someone
the night sky but only understood
books
occasional stargazing, 1 found the
both

inspiring. It not only deepened my

astronomy  from and

event to be educational and
knowledge of celestial science but
also allowed me to connect with a
community of people who share the

the

same passion for exploring
universe.
The event began with, of

course, setting the equipment up so
it can allow us to look at the sun
without damaging our eyes. The big
telescope helped us look at the black
dots on the sun which is also called
sunspots. These are regions on the
sun’s  surface  where  intense
magnetic fields disrupt the normal
flow of energy, causing them to
appear cooler and therefore darker
than the surrounding areas.

Attending this ABAS astronomy
event was more than just a chance to
look through telescopes; it was an
opportunity to connect with others
who share a love for discovery. I left
with a deeper appreciation of the
night sky and the importance of
like ABAS that
both  educational

The
encouraged me to keep exploring
whether through
attending  more reading

societies make

science and

enjoyable. experience  also
astronomy,
events,

further, or simply spending more

e

time under the stars.

In  conclusion, the ABAS
astronomy event was both
memorable and  meaningful. It

provided me with new knowledge,
unforgettable views of the universe,
and a sense of belonging to a
community of curious minds. Most of
all, it reminded me that when we
look up at the stars, we are not just
light,
seeking understanding, inspiration,

gazing at distant we are
and connection in the vastness of
space.
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Experiencing: Bootes
Astronomy
By: Diana H. Zhao

Volunteering in astronomy has
been one of the most exciting and
eye—opening experiences of my life.
I never imagined that I would spend
my evening helping people explore
the night but

sky, through my

volunteer work, I discovered not only
the beauty of the universe but also
how much people were interested in
astronomy, too.

I arrived early in the evening to
help helped  carry
equipment to the place where we

set up. [

could see the planets. The place
where we got to explore the night sky
was held in Washington, DC, near
the Air and Space Museum. I had
always been interested in astronomy,
but I never realized how much work
and passion went into sharing that
wonder with others until I began
volunteering at the American Bootes
Astronomical  Society.  Families,
students, curious visitors, and even
the U.S military came to learn about
the stars, planets, and galaxies above
us.

The most meaningful part of the
experience was interacting with
people who had never seen the
planets or stars so clearly before.
One of my favorite moments was
when 1 actually got to see the sun,
because | wusually just looked at
pictures of the sun online, but this
experience showed me the sun with
my own eyes.

Volunteering in astronomy didn
"t just deepen my knowledge of
science—it sparked a passion to
keep learning and to keep sharing.
Every time I look up at the night sky
now, I will always remember the

opportunity this gave me, all thanks

to the American Bobtes
Astronomical ~ Society, partnering
with CYOC’ s (Capital Youth

Outreach Club) help.



