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A Drive for the Greater Good

George Wang

The biannual CYOC Donation
Drive took place today, June 1,
2025—but for me, the journey began
nearly a month ago. This was my first
experience organizing a donation
drive, and I’ m deeply grateful to my
the
volunteers, parents, and the CYOC

partner  Ruicheng, families,
platform for making it all possible.
this

planning,

Organizing event required
thoughtful

outreach, dedicated volunteers, and

widespread

generous donors. I’ m especially
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grateful to everyone who helped
bring this effort to life.

One memory that stands out
from the preparation phase was the
day I went out to distribute flyers. It
started off cloudy, with cool, slightly
damp air. Thinking it was a good
window, I grabbed a stack of flyers

and began walking through the
neighborhood, placing them in
mailboxes. But midway through, it

began to rain—light at first, then

heavier. Soon, I was completely
soaked. My shoes squished with
each step, my clothes clung to me,
and I had to shield the flyers from
falling apart. Still, T kept going.
Oddly enough, I felt great. The
discomfort didn’ t matter because I

helped

awareness and bring people together.

knew every flyer raise
For several days, I even took
different  bus

school so 1

routes home from

could reach new
neighborhoods. The buses dropped
me off farther than usual, and 1 used
the longer walk to distribute flyers in
areas | hadn’ t yet covered. I was
often wet and tired, but proud—each

small effort felt like a meaningful

contribution to  something much
larger.

The day before the drive, I set
up a special donation station at a
local Chinese school. I knew not all
families would be able to attend the
main event, so | wanted to provide a
convenient opportunity for them to
It was
and 1

worried no one would come. But to

donate and help others.
raining heavily yesterday,

my surprise, families showed up—
some with umbrellas, some without,
all of them smiling. Watching them
arrive in the downpour, grateful and
eager to give, moved me deeply. I
was truly touched. In that moment, I
was reminded of why this work
matters so much.

Today is the day of the drive,
we arrived early to help with setup—
organizing tables, pitching the main
tent, and preparing the volunteer
sign— in sheet, which 1 managed
throughout the day. It was incredible
to see how smoothly everything came
together as people began to arrive.
CYOC volunteers played a big role—
we worked together enthusiastically
to direct traffic, greet donors, unload

cars packed with donations, and sort
The

teamwork and energy lifted everyone

through thousands of items.

’s spirits and brought a real sense of
community to the event. By the end
of the day, we had collected an

estimated 10,000 items—an
incredible outcome that reflected
everyone’ s hard work and

generosity.

Later in the day, the team from
So What Else arrived to collect the
donations. They were genuinely
impressed by how much we had
gathered and by the dedication of
our volunteers. Everyone quickly
jumped into action to help load the
donations onto their cargo van. We
worked together efficiently, passing
boxes hand to hand, trying to fit as
much as possible into the van. Even
though we packed the van floor to
ceiling, there were still many more
donations left. Thankfully, several
amazing volunteers stepped up and
used their own vehicles to deliver
the Watching it all
together so seamlessly reminded me

rest. come

of a Chinese saying | grew up with:

“NZ )18 K”—"many hands make
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light work.” That moment brought it
to life. It was community in action,
and it left me feeling inspired and
hopeful.

To donated,
volunteered, or supported this event

everyone  who

in any way—thank you. Your
kindness, time, and heart made a
And to

involved in

real  impact. anyone
considering  getting
future drives: go for it. You might get
tired,
long way home—but you’ Il walk
with
meaningful: the joy of giving back

soaked, or have to take the

away something far more

and a deep connection to your
community.
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