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Capital Youth Outreach Club
(CYOC) Celebrates AAPI
Heritage Month in Montgomery
County, Maryland
Reported by: Ruichen Feng

Photographed by :
CYOC members and Parents
As one of the hosting organizations,
Youth  Outreach  Club (CYOC)
participated in the Asian American and
(AAPI) Heritage Month
Celebration Day held in Montgomery County,

Capital

Pacific  Islander

On May 4, 2025, Montgomery County
hosted a vibrant celebration of Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month at
Seneca Valley High School. The event brought
together members of the region’ s AAPI
communities to hold a cultural exchange and
deepen mutual understanding. It demonstrated
the strength and vitality of the county’ s
diverse cultural landscape.

The Youth  Outreach  Club
(CYOC) actively participated in the event, with

Capital

its booth attracting a steady stream of people.
The booth’ s exhibits showcased a fascinating
array of traditional Chinese cultural items,

Maryland, on May 4, 2025. This vibrant and
AAPI

community members, nonprofit organizations,

meaningful event brought together
cultural groups, and youth organizations from
the the rich

diversity and outstanding contributions of the

across county to celebrate
AAPI community.

As a nonprofit organization primarily
composed of Chinese American youth, CYOC
introduced our mission, development, and
community impact to the public. Many visitors
expressed great interest in our service
programs, and we proudly shared CYOC’ s
efforts in
volunteer service, and cultural education. Our

booth  highlighted  both

of Chinese culture,

ongoing youth  empowerment,

traditional  and
contemporary aspects
featuring items such as Beijing opera masks,
Chinese lacquer fans, tea sets, calligraphy
tools, panda— themed trinkets, and Chinese

including Peking Opera masks, tea sets, a
themed
accessories. These exhibits provided visitors

calligraphy ~ set, and  panda-
with an opportunity to experience Chinese
culture up close. The booth also set up fun
games for children to participate in, adding a
lively atmosphere to the scene. Volunteers also

visitors and

purpose —
the

and promoting cross— cultural

actively communicated with
shared the

empowering  youth,

organization’s
giving  back to
community,
understanding.

Montgomery County Executive Marc

Elrich and Asian American and Pacific Affairs

had  the

opportunity to appreciate Chinese culture up

calligraphy ~ pieces.  Visitors
close. We also offered fun and interactive
games for children, allowing them to learn
about Chinese history and customs in a joyful
and engaging environment. The booth drew
many families and created a lively atmosphere.

One of the most touching moments of the
event was when our CYOC youth members

the

Youth from diverse

participated in opening performance.

AAPIT
gathered on stage to sing “It’

backgrounds

s a Small
World,” creating an uplifting and memorable
opening to the celebration. Their performance
demonstrated the new generation’ s pride in
their heritage and deepened our appreciation
for cultural unity and identity.

During the event, Montgomery County
presented CYOC with a citation in recognition
of our contributions to the community and
support for cultural exchange. This honor was
incredibly encouraging and motivates us to
continue promoting cultural understanding and
youth leadership.

A highlight of the day was the visit from
Commission Members of Maryland Governor’s
Affairs
Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich,
who stopped by our booth to speak with CYOC
members, learn about our displays, and take a

Asian  Pacific  American and

group photo. Their support and engagement
were truly inspiring and reflected the state and
county’ s strong commitment to youth
development and cultural inclusion.

This celebration was not only a tribute to
heritage, but also a testament to community
strength and the vital role of youth in cultural
dialogue. CYOC is proud to have been part of
this event and grateful to Montgomery County
for the opportunity. We look forward to further
promoting  community  involvement  and
cultural exchange, and to participating in more

events that foster learning, respect, and unity.

ebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

By: Peishi Yu

Committee Chairwoman Yang Yu visited the
CYOC booth. They communicated with young

volunteers  and  took  photos,  which
demonstrated  their  support for  youth
participation in  cultural and community

activities.

CYOC is honored to contribute to making
Montgomery County a more connected and
that
of young people and

inclusive community = a community

values the voices
celebrates their rich cultural diversity.

(Photos Provided By: Peishi Yu)




