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CYOC 2025 Annual Meeting
Celebrates Youth Leadership
and Community Impact

By: Peishi Yu

The Capital Youth Outreach
Club (CYOC) hosted its 2025
Annual Meeting at the Potomac
Community  Recreation  Center,
bringing together youth volunteers,
distinguished guests, and long—time
supporters to celebrate a year of
service, leadership, and community
engagement.

The event featured inspiring
speeches from prominent leaders,
including Minister— Counselor and
Consul General Zhu Di, Maryland
Secretary of State Susan Lee, Chief
Administrative Law Judge Chung
Pak, State
Clarence Lam, Montgomery County

Elrich,

Maryland Senator

Executive ~ Marc and

Montgomery County
Councilmember— at— large Laurie—
In addition,
Silbert and Chris Yonushonis from
So What Else. They shared their
insights empowerment.

Their the

importance of civic engagement and

Anne Sayles. Dave

on youth
words  reinforced
youth leadership, leaving a lasting
impact on CYOC’s young volunteers.

Following the speeches, CYOC

honored its volunteers through the

Presidential ~ Volunteer  Service
Award (PVSA) ceremony,
recognizing outstanding

contributions to the community. The
event also showcased member— led
projects, highlighting youth— driven

initiatives  such  as  gardening,
community outreach, fundraising,
robotics, cultural exchange

programs, and educational clubs.

The annual meeting concluded
with vibrant performances, including
rap, classical Chinese dance, and
violin  music, demonstrating the
diverse talents of CYOC Members.

CYOC

appreciation to its sponsors and

extended special
long—time partners, whose generous
support plays a pivotal role in
sustaining and expanding youth— led
initiatives.

CYOC remains committed to
empowering youth and expanding its

reach in the DMV area. With the
continued support of community
leaders and partners, CYOC will
strive to create an even greater
impact in the years to come. For
more information about CYOC and
its initiatives, visit http://cyoc.club.

My Experience at the Capital
Youth Outreach Club Award

Ceremony
By George Wang
Receiving an award of any kind
is an exhilarating experience,

regardless of its size or significance.
There’ s a unique thrill that comes
with being recognized for your
efforts. For me, it brings an immense
sense of pride and gratitude, both
toward those who acknowledge my
hard the
organizations, like the Capital Youth
Outreach Club (CYOC) and So What

Else, that provide opportunities for

work and  toward

me to contribute. On January 26,
2025, 1 had the
attending  the award ceremony
hosted by the CYOC. This event
wasn’ t just a celebration of CYOC

privilege  of

members’ contributions, it was also
a moment for me to reflect on my
journey and be recognized for my
own dedication to volunteering.
When 1 arrived at the venue,
the setup was already in motion, with
the
space. I immediately jumped in to

volunteers  busily  arranging
help. The process was both exciting

and challenging. One major task was

arranging  circular  tables  to
accommodate about 110  guests
while leaving enough room for

people to move comfortably. It wasn’
t easy—chairs kept protruding into
the walkways, making it tricky to
Another

challenge was hanging large lanterns

maintain  clear  aisles.
as decorations. Their size made them
difficult to position neatly, especially
against the walls. After some trial
and error, we decided to team up
and bring a big ladder to secure the
lanterns to the ceiling with tape.
Although the tape wasn’ t the
sturdiest solution, the lightweight
lanterns were safe, and we joked that
if one fell, it would bring luck to
whoever caught it.

After the setup was complete,
my fellow volunteer Ruichen and I
took on the task of explaining our
One memorable
with
Montgomery County Councilmember

poster to guests.
moment  was  speaking
Laurie-= Anne Sayles. Sharing our
work and discussing how our efforts
helped improve peoples lives was
both thrilling and nerve— wracking.
Her

made the experience even more

interest and encouragement
special.

As the event progressed, it was
time for the award presentations.
When my name was called, a wave
of emotions swept over me. | felt
immense joy and happiness as my
hard work was acknowledged. At the
same time, | was filled with pride in
my achievements and gratitude for
the support I had received from my
family and my friends. Receiving the
award also inspired me to continue

striving for success and making a
difference in my community.

This ceremony wasn’ t just
about  recognition; it was a
celebration of effort, perseverance,
and the impact we can have when we
help
Walking away with my award, [ felt
both humbled,

knowing that this was only the

come together to others.

motivated  and

beginning of my journey as a

volunteer.
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