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Embracing AAPI Heritage: A Cultural Celebration in Montgomery County

In celebrate and

May,

reflect on the significant role that

we

Asian  Americans and  Pacific
Islanders (AAPI) have played in the
history of the United States. Last
May 19th, Montgomery
County in Maryland hosted a fair to
celebrate AAPI Heritage Month. As
a member of the Capital Youth
Outreach  Club (CYOC),

members and I volunteered at this

Sunday,

several

fair to host a table representing the
Chinese Alumni Associations  of
Greater Washington (CAAGW) and
CYOC, showcasing the rich Chinese
culture.

We arrived around 10:30 AM to
set up tables filled with Chinese
artifacts and planned some fun
activities for kids, such as using
up M&Ms,

chopsticks  to  pick

helping them learn how to use
Chinese chopsticks. Our decorations
included hangers with the word “#&”
(fortune) on them, panda stuffed

the 12 Chinese
signs, two large posters highlighting

animals, zodiac
various aspects of Chinese culture,
and a Chinese board game, Chinese
chess and many more.I helped build
a small photo booth with paper signs
and traditional Chinese clothing for
visitors to take pictures. At around
12 PM, the festival began, and many
guests started to explore the
exhibits. I took this time to teach
visitors about a popular board game
called “ZHL” (Chinese chess). After
lunch, during our break, we visited
other stands and learned about the
countries they represented. It was
fascinating to see the history and

traditions of many Asian countries,
some obscure and some well-known.

There tables
providing resources to the AAPI
the

diverse

were  also

rich
AAPIT
historical
the
pillars of the building, including
like  Chien
Shiung Wu, who attended the same

community,
of

community.

promoting
the
Important

culture

figures were highlighted on

some | recognized,

university as my mom in China.
Around  this
performances

cultural
AAPI

communities started on the main

time,
from

stage, which were very entertaining
to watch.

Finally, at around 3 PM, we
packed up and left. Looking back,
volunteering at the AAPI festival
was a deeply enriching experience.

It allowed me to immerse myself in
the the AAPI

community and gain a greater

cultures  within
appreciation for their contributions
to our shared history. I also learned
about notable historical figures who
have made significant impacts in the
United
States,
broadening
my
understandin
g of our 9
collective
heritage.
Additionally,
the
provided

festival
an
opportunity

to  connect |

with  others,

Ruichen Feng, 05/21/2024

fostering new friendships and a
sense of community. This experience
not only deepened my knowledge of
AAPI cultures but also reinforced
the importance of celebrating and
diverse  cultural

preserving  our

heritage.

USCAC Asian American Youth Leadership Award

I am a passionate person and
this makes me always want to serve
my community. Some months ago, I

had the

application for a scholarship award.

chance to make an

For instance, when I learned about
the USCAC Asian American Youth
Leadership Award, which is such an
honor since it acknowledges the
and

exceptional  accomplishments

contributions  that  young  Asian
are making their
Therefore 1 this

opportunity as one of my golden

Americans in

societies. saw

promote change.

To be honest, it shocked me
when the email informed me that 1
had been selected to receive the
scholarship award. This made me
proud of myself as well as rewarding
all those countless hours of voluntary
and community service work. This
recognition not only filled me with
pride but also served as a valuable
testament to the countless hours of
dedication and hard work I have put
into  volunteering and community

American Youth Leadership Awards
is a truly humbling and inspiring
experience. As I entered the location
where the ceremony was held, I was
struck by the fact that everyone
around me had given their sweat and
effort their
community, allowed me to

worked  for
this

respect everybody in that room. The

and

attendees were a diverse and
impressive group of young Asian
Americans, each with unique stories

and accomplishments.

the
award

that
these

reminder  to  me
contributions  of

recipients have had a profound
impact on the world. Throughout the
ceremony, | was deeply moved by
the stories and experiences told by
other award recipients. | remember
George Xie talked about his failure
in setting up the social media team
for CYOC and the lesson her learned
from his mistakes, and I agree with
him very much. George’s experience
proved to be a key lesson that only

failure can improve your leadership

By: Philip Liang

dedication to making a positive
impact on the community was truly
inspiring. [ can easily relate to these

fellow volunteers.

The

Leadership Awards Ceremony not

Asian  American Youth

only  recognized my  personal
contributions  but also provided a
valuable opportunity to connect with
other like— minded individuals and
learn from their experiences. I will
definitely apply for the award again

next year, hoping that by then 1 will

chances to apply for this award so service The ceremony itself was a skills. With George and other have accomplished and contributed
that besides receiving recognition; [ celebration of the award recipients’ participants sharing their stories more to the society and be proud of
could get more platforms where I can Attending the annual Asian achievements and a  powerful with enthusiasm, resilience, and everything I did.
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