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of Capital

On

renowned

April 18, 2024,
chef Peter Chang
opened his sixteenth restaurant
branch in Gaithershurg,
Maryland,  representing  a
significant milestone for the
Asian  American community.
Guests from all walks of life—
officials,

delegates, families

and  friends—gathered  to
this
achievement and sample his
Amid the

festivities, notable figures such

celebrate remarkable

renowned cuisine.

as Susan Lee (Secretary of
State of Maryland), Chung Pak
(Chief
Judge),

(Director  of

Administrative  Law
Christina  Wong Poy
the

Commission on

Maryland
Governor’ s
Asian Pacific American
Affairs), Ping Lu and Alanna
Lee (Members of the Maryland
Governor’ s Commission on
Asian Pacific American
Affairs), and Yi Shen (Asian
Liaison of Montgomery County)
were present, many expressing
their
congratulations, —as
hopes for the future of the

personal  experiences,

well as

Asian American community.

Later the
Jennifer Wan, Vice President
Youth Outreach

into event,

Club (CYOC), conducted an
Lee.
CYOC is a youth organization
that currently boasts over 300

interview with Susan

active members and organizes

numerous initiatives and

volunteer  opportunities  to
galvanize youths to make a
difference in their communities
and in the lives of others. Since
its establishment in 2018,
CYOC has organized multiple
fundraising activities to support
hospitals in their battle against
the COVID- 19 pandemic,
provided aid to
musicians impacted by war,

Ukrainian

and helped various refugees
and families in need. As one of
the most active and influential
youth volunteer organizations
in DMV area, CYOC currently
offers a

diverse range of

volunteer activities and

community service projects.

During  the interview,
Lee  shared  her

experiences in a

Susan
childhood

community where Asian

Americans were far
unrepresented, and emphasized
the importance of taking action
and being active participants
rather than spectators.
Similarly, she highlighted the
importance of figures such as
Peter Chang and organizations
such as CYOC in building the
future of the Asian American
community. As a trailblazer
and as the first in many things,
she expressed hopes that she
will not be the last, highlighting
the

American

importance  of  Asian
engagement,
especially among the younger

the

and making a

generation, in uplifting
community

difference in this world.
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