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She said three key words describe her

group’ s approach—fast, reliable and
universal.

Corbett and Graham

“The way we think about coronavirus
vaccine development is fairly simple,” Corbett
explained during her recent virtual Covid— 19
scientific interest group lecture.

“Because coronavirus is always poised for
human emergence, we need a vaccine that is
fast—something that has the technology to be
produced in vast quantities very quickly---
Also reliable—a technology that has been
tested in humans and upholds some level of
lastly]

necessarily preemptive and

manufacturability  standards---[and
universal—not
totally protective against all future outbreaks,
but something that could at least provide a
‘plug— and— play strategy’ if an outhreak
should occur.”

Even before Corbett took on one of the
most challenging tasks of her professional
career, she was a force to be reckoned with. As
a student,she was selected to participate in
Project SEED, a program for gifted minority
students that allowed her to study chemistry in
labs at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and eventually landed a full ride
to the
County, according to The Washington Post.

University of Maryland Baltimore

Corbett spent her summers at laboratories
and earned a summer internship at the NIH,
the she would be

instrumental in developing a vaccine for the

very place where
coronavirus.

After graduating, Corbett enrolled in a
doctorate program at UNC—Chapel Hill, where
she worked as a research assistant studying
virus infections and eventually received a PhD
in microbiology and immunology, according to
her LinkedIn page.

Her work with such pathogens began
when she joined the NIH s Vaccine Research
Center as a postdoctoral fellow in 2014.

Dr. Fauci Spotlights Young Black Woman
Who Helped Develop COVID-19 Vaccine, Dr.
Kizzmekia Corbett

To the African American community, Dr.
Corbett recently said, “This person who looks
like you has been working on this [vaccine] for
several years and I also wanted it to be visible
because I wanted people to understand that I
stood by the work that I’ d done for so long as
well,”

Corbett said that her participation during
that event with the president marked an
important step forward for young scientists and
people of color.

According to a November Axios/Ipsos

poll, only 55% of Black Americans said they
would take a vaccine if it was proven safe and
effected by officials.

“So, the first thing you might want to say
to my African American brothers and sisters is
that the vaccine that you’ re going to be taking
was developed by an African American
woman,” Fauci said. “And that is just a fact.”

The president of the University of
Maryland—-Baltimore County, Hrabowski i+,
“Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett, a UMBC alum (Class
of 2008), Meyerhoff Scholar and the first Black
woman with a patent on a vaccine is leading
the UMSM trial”. i, IA 2y Corbett JiV 1245 51
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The Town of Carrboro has joined the
Hillsborough and Orange County Boards of

Commissioners in  honoring  Hillsborough

native Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett for her work with
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
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Dr. (Jeffhy  Zhu
Investigator, Chief of Molecular and Cellular
Immunoregulation Section, NIAID/NIH.

Dr. Zhu research team investigates the

Jinfang Principal

development and functions of innate and

adaptive lymphocyte subsets in infection,
allergy and autoimmunity at cellular and
molecular levels. Dr. Zhu received his Ph.D.
from the Shanghai Institute of Biochemistry
Shanghai

and Cell

Institute  of

SIBCB),

(now  known as

Biochemistry Biology,

M

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS).

Guang— liang Wang, Ph.D., has many
years of experiences in pharmaceutical
industry and clinical research. He worked with
Dr. Gregg L. Semenza from 1992 to 1995 at
The Johns Hopkins University and discovered
how cells sense and adapt to oxygen
availability, which won 2019 Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine. Dr. Wang currently is
a Sr. Director at Cerevel Therapeutics, a spin—
off company of Pfizer. Dr. Wang received his

Ph.D. from Arizona State University.

Qiang Yang, Ph.D. is the Founding
Partner and Director Research of GlycoT

Therapeutics LLC. Dr. Yang has extensive

experience in immunogen design and vaccine
research and is aparticipant of the Phase 3
clinical trial of BioNtech/Pfizer COVID- 19
vaccine. Dr. Yang received his Ph.D. from
SIBCB, CAS.
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