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Home Tools The Pros and Cons.
B x o8 Q
VILTUALY everyone can [nd 4 place [Of 4 Uny Iisn
tank. College students in dorms, nursing home
patients, apartment dwellers, even the most
crowded school classrooms all have space for a
mini aquarium. Often apartment building “no pet”
rules don’t apply to fish. Fish are very relaxing to
watch and can provide an opportunity for
children to care for a pet in situations where
larger pets are not

The Bad

Like any fish tank, mini aquariums do require
maintenance, and they should not be purchased
with the notion they can be ignored for long
periods. However, the biggest downside of small
aquariums is that problems can occur

, and are often fatal before they can

be rectified. This is due to the small volume of
water in which the fish live, where changes in
water chemistry and temperature can happen in a
matter of a few hours or, in some cases, just
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While this is true, fish in nature don’
ounces of water of oth|
things. In nature, fish live in a very I
developed ecosystem, where the waf
massive and is constantly refreshed Y
moving water currents. That is hardl]jd
to a few ounces of water that is rare]
changed. And the food supply in a ¢
environment is not limited to a sing]
supplemented by a few flakes of foo
or two. In nature, fish have access td|
variety of plants, as well as insects, v
even other fish.

Closed systems contain a plant or two and will
either slowly to death or succumb
to disease caused by the stress of living in such a
limited environment.
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